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In 1846 The Chemical Yard, between Queen Victoria Road and Back Lane, was used by Tinker & Siddall to make
chemicals. By 1889, Thomas Kilner was manufacturing pyroligneous acid, naptha and charcoal. Later, various trades
moved in - blacksmith, brush factory, laundry, builders' yard, and latterly a vehicle repair shop. Beyond the field in
this 1930s photo are houses on Glover Road, and in the far distance is a football pitch on what is now Marstone
Crescent. Brian Edwards

Totley Residents Association Update
Green Oak Park Trees
Parks and Countryside have checked all the trees in our park to make sure they are healthy and do not pose a threat
to us.
Unfortunately it will be necessary to fell one of the horse chestnut trees.
For several years the tree has been showing signs of stress. Last year a bough came down and this year only part of
the tree has been in leaf. Even so it has still managed to produce some conkers.
A second horse chestnut will need careful monitoring. It is also struggling and showing the classic signs of horse
chestnut canker. The tree has also been attacked by honey fungus. The black bootlace strands can be seen at the
base of the tree. If you look carefully at the back of the tree it is obvious the canker has begun in the roots and is
moving steadily up and round the trunk.
This tree will be monitored to make sure it is not causing a health and safety problem to park users. It will probably
need felling sometime in the future; timing depends on how rapidly it deteriorates.
Horse Chestnut bleeding canker disease is on the increase, 40,000 trees have been struck this year.
Black gummy substance oozes from the bark and the tissue under the canker is killed. It encircles the tree, the
crown shows stress and eventually the tree dies.
The canker is caused by Phytophthora (Greek for plant destroyer) one of the World’s most destructive fungi.
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